aigy,

¢

T,

—

BIL. 07

19 FEBRUARI 2024

HINGGA
23 FEBRUARI 2024

Assalamualaikum WBT

dan Salam Sejahtera,

YBrs/Dr./ Ir./ Ts./ Tuan/Puan,
Hebahan koleksi keratan akhbar terpilih minggu ini untuk makluman dan rujukan.

1. | TAJUK LADANG BABI CEMAR 2 SUNGAI DIARAH TUTUP SERTA
MERTA
SUMBER BH (19 FEBRUARI 2024)

BIDANG PERKARA/SUBJEK

ALAM SEKITAR

MUKA SURAT/RUANGAN

17 (NASIONAL)

Ladang babi cemar 2 sungai
diarah tutup serta-merta

JAS Kedah kesan
operasi haram
lepaskan sisa
ternakan dari
beberapa kolam

Oleh M Hifzuddin Ikhsan
dan Nur Izzati Mohamad

Bukit Mertajam: Jabatan Per-
khidmatan Veterinar (JPV) Pu-
lau Pinang sudah mengarahkan
operasi sebuah ladang babi di
Sungai Lembu di sini, ditutup
serta-merta selepas Jabatan
Alam Sekitar (JAS) Kedah meng-
esan berlaku kegiatan melepas-
kan sisa ternakan haiwan itu
yang menyebabkan pencemaran
Sungai Kulim dan Sungai Air
Merah.

Pengerusi Jawatankuasa Agro-
teknologi, Keterjaminan Maka-
nan dan Pembangunan Koperasi
negeri, Fahmi Zainol, berkata
arahan itu dikeluarkan selepas
semakan mendapati ladang ter-
babit gagal memperoleh lesen se-
cara sah untuk beroperasi.

“JPV keluarkan arahan me-
ngosongkan ladang, selain me-
minta jadual pergerakan babi da-
ri ladang itu ke rumah sembe-
lih.

“Jumlah babi di ladang ini ba-
nyak dan perlu dilaksanakan ber-
peringkat, penternak juga dida-
pati tidak mahu mengikut ara-
han ditetapkan.

“JPV akan mengambil tinda-
kan mengikut enakmen sedia ada
terhadap penternak itu dan satu
kompaun akan dikeluarkan,” ka-
tanya mengulas isu pelepasan si-
sa ternakan babi yang dikesan
JAS Kedah.

Fahmi berkata, Bahagian
Kawal Selia Air (BKSA) juga
akan memantau lokasi vang di-
laporkan.

Terdahulu, JAS Kedah meng-
esan kegiatan melepaskan sisa
babi disyaki dari ladang perkam-
pungan Sungai Lembu, Seberang
Perai Tengah (SPT), Pulau Pi-
nang yang menyebabkan pence-
maran Sungai Kulim dan Sungai
Air Merah.

Pengarahnya, Sharifah Zakiah
Syed Sahab, dilaporkan berkata,
pihaknya menerima maklumat
pencemaran itu Jumaat lalu, se-
belum pegawai penyiasat JAS Ca-
wangan Kulim digerakkan bagi
mengesan punca kejadian.

Katanya, pemeriksaan lapa-
ngan dilakukan pegawai penyia-
sat meliputi kawasan hulu sungai
berjaya mengesan aliran air hi-
tam dari Sungai Air Merah me-
ngalir masuk ke Sungai Kulim.

epasan sisa

“Pasukan penyiasat bertindak
menyusuri Sungai Air Merah
dan turut melakukan pemanta-
uan menggunakan dron di se-
panjang Sungai Air Merah.
‘Pemantauan melalui dron di
sepanjang Sungai Air Merah
mengesan punca pelepasan air
hitam fitu disyaki berpunca dari
pelepasan efluen atau air sisa
daripada aktiviti penternakan
babi di perkampungan Sungai

R/

Aliran air hitam dari kolam ladang ternak babi di Sungai Lembu, Seber:

.

ang

Perai Tengah disyaki cemari Sungai Air Merah dan Sungai Kulim.

Lembu, SPT, Pulau Pinang.

“Pemeriksaan lanjut di sekitar
kawasan penternakan babi men-
dapati beberapa kolam yang me-
lepaskan efluen ke Sungai Air
Merah yang kemudian memasu-
ki Sungai Kulim.

“Jarak antara kawasan penter-
nakan ke pertemuan Sungai Air
Merah-Sungai Kulim kira-kira ti-
ga kilometer (km),

“Untuk rekod, terdapat Loji Ra-
watan Air (LRA) Toh Allang di
Sungai Kulim yang membekal-
kan air bagi Pulau Pinang dan
loji ini terletak kira-kira 7km da-
ri pertemuan Sungai Kulim dan
Sungai Air Merah,” katanya da-
lam kenyataan kelmarin.

Sementara itu, Pengarah JAS

(Foto ihsan JAS Kedah)

Pulau Pinang, Norazizi Adinan,
berkata pihaknya turun lapa-
ngan sejak kelmarin dan siasatan
diteruskan hingga semalam.

“Lima lokasi diambil sampel
oleh JAS Pulau Pinang dan jika
aduan berasas, tindakan susulan
termasuk tindakan perundangan
akan dikenakan terhadap pemi-
lik kandang babi itu.

“Semua pihak vang mempu-
nyai kuasa perundangan akan di-
minta untuk mengambil tinda-
kan mengikut Kuasa masing-ma-
sing.

“JAS mempunyai kuasa terhad
terhadap ladang ternakan kera-
na tiada kuasa khusus untuk pen-
cemaran dari ladang ternakan,”
katanya.




2. | TAJUK

SUSPENDED WASTE DISPOSAL : PENANG PIG FARMS
CAUSING POLLUTION IN SUNGAI KULIM

SUMBER NEW STRAITS TIMES (19 FEBRUARI 2024)
BIDANG PERKARA/SUBJEK ALAM SEKITAR
MUKA SURAT/RUANGAN 8 (NEWS/NATION)

SUSPECTED WASTE DISPOSAL

Penang pig
farms causing
pollution in
S0 Kulim

ALOR STAR: The Environment
Department has identified pollu-
tion in Sungai Kulim, believed to
be caused by improper disposal
of waste from pig farming in
Penang,

Kedah Environment Depart-
ment director Sharifah Zakiah
Syed Sahab yesterday said inves-
tigations in the upstream area of
Sungai Kulim were conducted
following a level 1 notification of
pollution event last Friday.

“Our investigative team no-
ticed a flow of black water from
Sungai Air Merah to Sungai
Kulim.

“We traced the source along
Sungai Air Merah.

“Drone surveillance along Sun-
gai Air Merah pinpointed the ori-
gin of the black water,

“We suspect this pollution is
coming from the disposal prac-
tices of pig farms in Kampung
Sungai Lembu near Seberang

An Environment Department worker using a drone to survey a pond in

L\

Kampung Sungai Lembu near Seberang Prai, Penang, yesterday. P
COURTESY OF THE KEDAH ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT

Prai Tengah in Penang.”

Zakiah said checks in the vicin-
ity of the pig farm found ponds
leaking pollutants into Sungai Air
Merah, which flowed into Sungai
Kulim,

“Our measurements indicated
that the levels of ammeonia-nitro-
gen reached 291152 mg/l, surpass-
ing acceptable limits.

“The findings have been for-
warded to the Penang Environ-
ment Department.”

She asked all parties to cease
polluting rivers as pollution
could lead to the closure of water

treatment plants (WTP) and af-
fect domestic water supply.

“The pig farms are located 3km
from the Sungai Air Merah and
Sungai Kulim junction.

“Notably, the Toh Allang WTP
in Sungai Kulim, which serves
Penang, is situated 7km from this
juncture.”

Kedah Veterinary Services De-
partment director Dr Saira Banu
Mohamed Rejab said: “I have re-
ceived information on the mat-
ter. Let us investigate it first.”

Saira said it would release a
statement today.




3. | TAJUK

SUHU MEMBAHANG : 10 KAWASAN SELURUH NEGARA
DALAM KATEGORIBERJAGA-JAGA

SUMBER HARIAN METRO (19 FEBRUARI 2024)
BIDANG PERKARA/SUBJEK ALAM SEKITAR
MUKA SURAT/RUANGAN 10 (LOKAL)

Suhu membahang

10 kawasan di seluruh negara dalam kategori berjaga-jaga

Kuala Lumpur

epuluh kawasan di
Sseluruh negara me-

rekodkan suhu panas
tahap berjaga-jaga sehing-
ga jam 6 petang kelmarin,
menurut Jabatan Meteor-
ologi Malaysia (MetMala-
ysia).

Menurut makluman ja-
batan itu di Facebook kel-
marin, sembilan kawasan
direkodkan di Semenan-

Kedah; Seberang Perai
Utara di Pulau Pinang dan
Kuala Kangsar, Perak ma-
nakala Sabah di daerah Be-
aufort.

Suhu tahap berjaga-jaga
merujuk kepada suhu
maksimum harian 35
hingga 37 darjah Celsius
sekurang-kurangnya tiga
hari berturut-turut.

MetMalaysia  sebelum
ini memaklumkan negara
kini berada pada fasa akhir

jung  membabitkan Monsun Timur Laut
Pulau Langkawi, yang dijangka ber-
Kota  Setar, terusan sehing-
Yan, Pen- Su[\u ta}hap ga penghu-
dang, Po- berjaga jaga jung  Mac
Kok Sena, merujuk kepada suhu 2024.

Sik, Ba- maksimum harian 35 Dalam
lmg di hingga 37 dariah Celsius tempoh

itu, litupan awan dan ta-
buran hujan kelazimannya
kurang di kebanyakan
tempat terutama di kawa-
san utara Semenanjung
termasuk Perak, Pahang
dan Kelantan.

Ketiadaan hujan dalam
tempoh lama boleh me-
nyebabkan cuaca lebih pa-
nas dan kering berbanding
kebiasaan.

Cuaca panas yang di-
alami ketika ini adalah fe-
nomena berulang yang

berlaku saban tahun pada  yang diklasifikasi

setiap Februari hingga mgalbi"!l Gt pa:llens
Mei dan dalam tempoh p berjaga;jaga se'epas
ini, suhu maksimum a";ﬁ:g% ;‘ﬂ;;mm
harian boleh melebihi 35 Celsius. - Gambar

darjah Celsius pada awal NSTP/DANIAL SAAD

petang.

MUHAMMAD Fadli Syahmi
Zauwari Azaha, 15,
membasahkan muka serta
menghilangkan dahaga
dengan minum air akibat
cuaca panas ketika
membantu keluarganya
berkebun di Pekan Darat.
Pekan Darat yang terletak
dalam daerah Seberang
Perai Utara, antara daerah



4. | TAJUK LADANG ITIK BUKAN BABI PUNCA 2 SUNGAI DI KEDAH
TERCEMAR
SUMBER BH (20 FEBRUARI 2024)
BIDANG PERKARA/SUBJEK ALAM SEKITAR
MUKA SURAT/RUANGAN 20 (NASIONAL)

Ladang itik bukan babi punca 2 sungal di Kedah tercemar

Bukit Mertajam: Jabatan Per-
khidmatan Veterinar (JPV) Pulau
Pinang mendedahkan sisa bua-
ngan yang dikesan mencemarkan
dua sungai di Kedah berpunca
daripada ladang itik di Sungai
Lembu, di sini, dan bukannya ter-
nakan babi seperti dilaporkan.

Ia berdasarkan hasil siasa-
tan dijalankan bersama Jabatan
Alam Sekitar (JAS) dan Maj-
lis Bandaraya Seberang Perai
(MBSP), semalam.

Pengerusi Agroteknologi, Ke-
terjaminan Makanan dan Pem-
bangunan Koperasi negeri, Fahmi
Zainol, berkata beliau bersama se-
mua agensi berkaitan pada mula-
nya menjalankan siasatan ke atas
ladang babi yang dimaksudkan.

Bagaimanapun, katanya, siasa-
tan mendapati pencemaran yang
berlaku di dua sungai di Kedah
itu sebenarnya bukan berpunca
daripada ladang babi terbabit, se-
baliknya disebabkan ternakan itik
yang terletak bersebelahan.

“Kita mendapati memang ada
pelepasan terus daripada ladang
itik terbabit yang terus (masuk)
ke Sungai Air Merah dan juga me-
nerusi Sungai Kulim,” katanya ke-

pada media di sini, semalam.

Media sebelum ini melapor-
kan JAS Kedah mengesan berlaku
kegiatan melepaskan sisa terna-
kan babi disyaki daripada ladang
perkampungan Sungai Lembu, Se-
berang Perai Tengah (SPT), Pulau
Pinang yang menyebabkan pence-
maran Sungai Kulim dan Sungai
Air Merah.

Pengarah JAS Kedah, Shari-
fah Zakiah Syed Sahab dllapor-
kan berkata, pihaknya menerima
maklumat berkaitan pencemaran
itu pada Jumaat lalu, sebelum
pegawai penyiasat JAS Cawangan
Kulim digerakkan bagi mengesan
punca kejadian.

Katanya, pemeriksaan di lapa-
ngan yang dilakukan pegawai
penyiasat membabitkan kawasan
hulu sungai berjaya mengesan
aliran air hitam dari Sungai Air
Merah masuk ke Sungai Kulim.

Fahmi berkata, walaupun
keadaan itu mencemarkan alam
sekitar, namun orang ramai tidak
perlu bimbang memandangkan ia
tidak memberi kesan kepada sum-
ber air yang dirawat di kedua-dua
negeri iaitu Pulau Pinang dan Ke-
dah.

“Isu ini tidak memberi kesan
secara langsung kepada air yang
dirawat oleh Perbadanan Bekalan
Air (PBA) yang (loji air terawat)
terletak jauh 14 Kkilometer dari
lokasi ini.

“Pelepasan sisa ini didapati
masuk ke Sungai Air Merah dan
hanya melintasi garis sempadan
negeri Kedah dan Pulau Pinang
serta masuk semula ke Pulau
Pinang,” katanya.

Fahmi (kiri) bersama Dr Saira Banu melihat anak sungai yang tercemar ketika melakukan pemeriksaan berhampiran
ladang ternakan itik di perkampungan Sungai Lembu.

(Foto Danial Saad/BH)

Sementara itu, Pengarah JPV
negeri, Dr Saira Banu Mohamed
Rejab berkata, siasatan mendapati
ladang itik itu beroperasi sejak 15
tahun lalu dan tidak memperoleh
lesen menternak.



5. TAJUK USAH BIAR PENILAIAN DEMERIT, KPI TINGKAT TEKANAN
PENJAWAT AWAM
SUMBER BH (21 FEBRUARI 2024)
BIDANG PERKARA/SUBJEK PERKHIDMATAN AWAM
MUKA SURAT/RUANGAN 12 (RENCANA)
12 Ratw, 11 Fedrman 2124 m

Rencana

Usah

biar penilaian demerit, KPI

tingkat tekanan penjawat awam

e Penilaian demerit (potong markah) dikenakan
jika penjawat awam gagal mencapai sasaran

kerja ditetapkan

e Organisasi dan tempat kerja mungkin
‘bertoksik’ jika penilaian demerit tidak dilaksana

dengan baik dan berhemah

Maohd Azhas
adalah Persyarsh
dl Fakultl Salns
Sonial dan

Kemanusiun
Lbwersins Telmelogi
Malayssa, manakals
Husain pesganalisis

sunlwy Ssamisie

Oleh Prof Madya Dr Mohd Achar Abd
Hamid dan Hussain Mahmod
bhuencanagbh com oy

Eajian Sistem Sarssn Peckhidssatan
Avwam (SSPA) yang tertangguh sefak
12 tahun lada bakal diumamkan pads
suku keemgot tahon i SSPA kalt ima
dikatakan mampu melegakan pesgawat
sovam, Khususnya berkaitan pelarssan
skim gaji dan pembangunan Xerfya
Tl menarik

Paling ditumggu adalah pelarasan gagl
dijangka meningkat 20 hinggn 30 peratus
darigods kadar sedia ada. Jiks ins men-
Jadi kenyatann, peagawat owam khusas
nys dalam kmofoﬁ polakeara berjumish
&) peratas dakal menixmand s&im gajt
ledbeh baik.

Justery, pelaksansan SSPA baharuy
digngka merungkat dan mengurangkan
pjala negst bl dalam kalangsn penjawm
awam sslama in.

Dakam pads u, peegumuman Ketaa
Setiausahs Negara (KSN), Tan Sri Mobd
Zukl All berkaltan Sistem Penblalan
Dot it (DEEP) mmwmtunu peibagal

berwaspada dengan 100 mata diberikan. Sekald
pandang dstem ind moningkatkan Komitmes
dan akauntabalit: pemjawat awnm dengan tugas
dipikelnya.

Bagaimansgan, s jags baksl mewujudkan
tefanan dan kelesaan di tempat kerfa, sekalt
Aus mwlemahkan motivass pekeria pada jangks
pan@ng. [ sini, sukar tml\:k mencapat kesetm-

antara kebld: pekorjann,

Tekanan untuk mencapad KPEakan menvelobian
individu menggumakan apa saja strategt untuk
wenghasilan outpat KPI dlsasarian

Lagt tinggi KPL semakin tinggd tekanan dira
sal pekerja. Bermakna, sistemn demserit dan KP1
semakin meningkat tentu mesmberi lebih tekanan
dan bebanan mental xepada penjawat ywam.
Akhiraya, messinghatican kadar masalah kesina-
tan mestal puls dalam kalangan penjawat 2wam

Beri ruang periuas bakat
Dalam hal inl, penjawat awam sepatutnya dibert
peluang roebisaskan dakat dan kebolehan, bukan
semacam mencart ‘sakah dan kesilapan' meceka
menerus! sistem pesstialan demerit

Sistem DEEP seolah seperti wotch dog dan
xamera ltzar tertutup (CCTY) memsantan segala
undﬂ.an Supsyn arahsn Mrp Aipenall mengikut

pﬂmh‘n dan polemaik awam.
sistem DEEP beam dibuka

epads umam, perjelasan rimghas KSN
menimbulkan hanyak persoalan.

Berdasarkan makhamst awal, penilaian deme-
rit terdiri daripoda dus fasa. Pertama petunjuk
penerik Walty lagoran bulanan progresiy. Fasa
Kedbaa, penibainn membokuskan jumish libst urus
bersama pemegang tarah atag pelanggan melalud
peltagal platfiem, tet'masuk media

Sistem DEEF mpa dikatakan kaedah tabaru
menlial prestasl, khususeyn ketaa abatan dan
semia penjawat awam bermuls desgan markah
100 mata, namun ditodak jtka gagal mencapal
petunjak prestash uwems (KPD

Jumlah terkumgal digunakan tagt penilaian
kepemimpinan dan KP1 ketun Jabatan serta
penjawat awnm. [ni bevdassrkan alasan penilaian
prestas! sedia nda berstfar ‘pakul rata’ dan tidak
menggambarkan oulpas KPI sebensr pencapalan
pegawal

Ringkasnyn, pentialan demeris (polong mar-
kah) dikerakan Aks penjewat awam gagnl menca-
pal sasaran kerja ditedapkan.

Ststem DEEP yang bermala dongan 100 mata
ini kurang meratkan fasafah pembangunan
liberal dessokrasl dan seolah memperithatkan
arshan bersifs pakssan atan Kuass peouh orang
atasan.

DIkajl dard sudus kopeeks Blaalah pessba-
ngunan liberal demokruss, sistem DEEY bermula
despan suaty amaran tegas dan kerns' untuk
membolehkan pesgawat awam melaksenakan
tugas sebatkoyn,

Shstam penilatan pesstis] seharusnya mens-
gambarkan keupavaan organisasi meningkatkan
kualltl modal insan dalam peddagal perspektif,
terwtnma keperiuan untuk disastuni secara
‘manusiawt’ dan berhemah.

Disetabkan peaikaisn DEEP adalah sistem to-
lak morkah maka setiap penjawat swam sentiasa

lur operasi dard (SOF),

'il:am penilalan demerit juga akan menyrdab.
Ran tekanan domino antara individa, dirssal pen-
Jawal awam merentas awatan dan togas. Ketna
Jabatan yang dl 1angannys dermals dengan 100
mata tentu tidak makm menguranginya s=hingge
akhir tahun

Maka ketus jabatan melskukan aps sahajs
strategl untuk mencapal output KPL, sekali gus
wngealkan maksbamm markah diperoinn

Fenjawae owem sedang nmu'n;u SSIW Sobaru

Jika sebelum inl, markah Sasaran Kerja tahuman
(SET) ikur nilal mara digeroked beydsssrkan KP1
bermula sifar sehingga melebihi 100 nka ditam
hah bomas tertenta,

Sungpubpun, pads fass kedus penilaisn DEEP
menekinkan Hhat uras antara pemegang taruh,
tetapl Ji%a blrokresl pada takak oma dan tidsk
ditransformasi setaiknya, maka sukar untuk
mencapal kesepakaran dan kerjasama dengan
pemegang taruh

Selain ita, ukuran dan peailaian prestasi pen
Jawent swam e adi statik kevans sotisp individe
cenderung memiokus garis panduan sedia ada
sehiogga tidak mengemhangkan kemahiran,
sikap dan pengetahuan bahara. sekalipan ketipgs-
tiganya dijadiXan aspek tertentu dalam penllaian
prestasi

Penilatan DEEP juga menyebablkan penjmwat
wwam hanya bersed s menerima arahan ketua
tanga medibat kewagaran di sebalik kepentingsn
tugas dsterima.

1a sealgh-olal ‘makan 1ak carl, 1etapl (ungey
mubat diswap’. la mungkin sesunt pada peringiat
pelaksana, samuan Kurang sesunl pada peringkat
pempurssan dan peofesional kbususeys juraters,
pensyarah dan penyelidik

Oeganisash dan tompst Becfa mungkin bertok-
sik’ nka pentlaian demerit tidak dilaksanakan
deugan haik dan berhemah. Jarang astam ketua
ustuk mencapal ostput KPL tahusan akan men-
Jodi renggang dan tegang dengan staf bawahan
nyx akita ey’ yang ads pedanya

Ketua yang nipis niiad kemanusiaan dan thsan
akan mudah dspladiast dan Ipulasi
K uncuk mmm;ul KPL Justery, KP| hanya
dilihas dari segi pencapalan dan kemampuan
Ketua melaksanakan 1anggungiawab,

Barangkall, akan berlaku situas yang mana,
Individu menclak atau menarik dirt omuek
menfull Ketus Kersos takut dan bimbanyg thdak
mencapal KP1 disasarkan. Kedua, bersedia untuk
DerRoafiik’ den mwnekan staf bowahannya tagl

mencapal KL
Aklbataya, jawatan ketun dilihar setagai
beban merosskkan hubungan sntars pimg

dengnn staf bawaban pada angka panjang.
Walaupun SSPA bahary semberi manfaat kegada
pergawat aenm dalam bentuk pelarasan gnji dan
tmtahan laln, nassan sisteee DEEP boloh mes.
beet besan terbadap tedtaman kerfa

Sebeparnya langkak keraaan memperkenal
Kan SSPA betrwnsn mwmber| Dasbahian dan ha-
diak” kepoda penjawat awam selegas sekian lama
meanggu pelarasan gajl. Namun, pesgamuman
sl KSN beckattan pelsksanann peilassn de-
merit sepert! tidak kena pada tempasnya.

SSPA babaru &m penllaian demer it pwst|
mezangkul nilai dan falsafxh pembangusan Ma-
laysia MADANIL Nilal kessamasiaan la¥u [hsan
pecio menjodi terns dalam amakan dan pelaksana-
annyn. SSPA baharu dan pentlatan dmm periu

peanyal ol 1 8 g amara
pesgawat awnm, organisast dan m-arn

Apa yang yang dibimbang! pelaksanaan S5PA
bahara dan penilaian sistem DEEP vang kurang
berhemah akan mengad! modal politik pembang.
kang untuk messar ik undi penfawal swam pads
Pilthan Raya Umum Ke 16 (PRUIEL




TAJUK 4 KAWAH AIR DI DASAR PANTAI BATU BUROK
SUMBER BERITA HARIAN (21 JANUARI 2024)

BIDANG PERKARA/SUBJEK ALAM SEKITAR

MUKA SURAT/RUANGAN 18 {KOMENTAR)
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An?gq&m bomba menunakan érbn dalam misi r.nenc:m’ dan_ményelamal mangsa lemas berikutan keadaan
arus kuat dan dasar laut yang dalam di Pantai Batu Burok.

(Foto Baharom Bakar/BH)

4 kawah air di dasar
Pantai Batu Burok

Bomba kesan
lokasi sedalam

3 meter berbahaya
kepada pengunjung

Oleh Baharom Bakar
bhnews@bh.com.my

Kuala Terengganu: Jabatan
Bomba dan Penyelamat Ma-
laysia (JBPM) negeri mengesan
ada sehingga empat kawah air
di dasar laut sepanjang Pantai
Batu Burok, di sini.

Kawah air dengan Kkedala.
man Kkira-kira 3.05 meter dan
dipenuhi dengan sampah itu,
berbahaya Kkepada pengunjung
jika dihanyut ke kawasan ber-
kenaan.

Pengarah JBPM negeri, Has-

san As'ari Omar, berkata empat
kawah air di Pantai Batu Burok
itu dikesan anggota Pasukan
Penyelamat di Air (PPDA) keti-
ka melakukan selaman dalam
operasi mencari dan menyela-
mat mangsa lemas di lokasi itu
pada Ahad dan kelmarin.

“Kita difahamkan, kawah air
yang terletak kira-kira 50 meter
daripada pesisir pantai itu ter-
bentuk disebabkan berlakunya
pusaran air.

“Kerja menyelamat mangsa
lemas yang dihanyutkan arus
ke dalam kawah itu mungkin
terganggu disebabkan keadaan
gelap dan dipenuhisampah,” ka-
tanya, di sini semalam.

Elak insiden lemas

Beliau ditemui media ketika
meninjau operasi menyelamat
seorang peniaga, Zulkarnain
Mohamed Zubir, 44, vang di-
hanyutkan arus ketika bermain

ombak di Pantai Batu Burok di
sini, Ahad lalu.

Mayat Zulkarnain ditemuf
terapung oleh sekumpulan ne-
layan di perairan Pulau Kapas
dan Pulau Gemia, kira-kira 16
kilometer daripada lokasi keja-
dian, kira-Kira jam 4 petang kel-
marin.

Mengulas lanjut, Hassan As'-
ari berkata, pengunjung tidak
digalakkan untuk mandi di se-
panjang Pantai Batu Burok.

Katanya, semua pelancong
dan pengunjung daripada luar
Terengganu yang menginap di
hotel dan inap desa di pesisir
pantai diminta sentiasa berwas-
pada bagi mengelakkan insiden
tidak diingini terutama lemas.

“Berdasarkan beberapa kes
lemas di Pantai Batu Burok, ke-
banyvakan mangsa ditemul da-
lam jarak antara tiga hingga 21
kilometer, dihanyutkan arus)
katanya.
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Domestic violence
is the cost of

climate change for
Sri Lankan women.

AFTER years of scant rainfall in
a remote region of Sri Lanka,
farmer Renuka Karunarathna's
crops failed and as the

income dwindled, her husband
took his anger out on her, beat-
ing her so badly she had to go to
hospital.

“T have got heaten up so many
times,” Karunarathna said in her
village of Sapumal Thenna in Sri
Lanka's North Central Province.
“I suffer a lot.”

Domestic violence is a lit-
tle-studied side effect of climate
change, especially in poorer
nations where increasingly fre-
guem heatwaves, droughts,

oods and storms can exacerbate
economic hardship, which in
turn can fuel anger and violence.

As families fall into penury
because of failed harvests and
lost incomes, researchers and
affected women say men some-
times take their frustrations out
on family members, with women
often bearing the brunt of the
violence, especially in cultures
where such behaviour is already
commonplace,

Karunarathna said she and her
husband would fight over little
things and he would often hit
her. She had to seek hospital
treatment several times.

She did repart some of the inci-
dents to the police but was told to
try to make peace with her hus-
band “for the sake of the chil-
dren” - a common piece of

advice in conservative Sri
Lankan society where domestic
violen e is relatively common.

Although Sri Lanka has few
detailed statistics on the links
between climate change-related
crop failures and gender-based
violen ze, Rashmini de Silva, a
gender and climate change
resear cher, said when basic
needs are not being met, women
can suffer physical, verbal and
psychological abuse.

“There are records of domestic
violen e where men beat their
‘wives, when even the smallest
issues in regard to buying food
or expenses for children's educa-
tion or farming have to be dis-
cussed,” she said.

Sri Lanka is among the coun-
tries most affected by extreme
weather events but even as it
tries to build more resilience, it is
still grappling with the fallout
from its worst financial crisis in
decades after a severe shortage
of foreign exchange reserves
shattered the economy in 2022,

It is estimated that close to 19
million 5ri Lankans may live in
areas that could become moder-
ate or severe hotspots in terms of
floods or droughts by 2050.

According to Sri Lanka's 2023
national policy on climate
change, climate-induced hazards
in the country have increased
22-fold during the last decade
compared to 1973-1983.

The TN's Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
said in its sixth assessment
report in 2022 that climate
change can harm mental health,
causing anxiety and anger and
sometimes fuelling drug and
alcohol use, and violence.

and after extreme

weather events, women, girls
and LGETQI pm}:l are at
increased risk of domestic vio-
lence, harassment, sexual vio-
lence and trafficking,” it said.

Angry men, silent women

In 2019, 5ri Lanka's
Department of Census and
Statistics carried out its first dedi-
cated national survey on violence
against women.

The Women's Wellbeing
Survey found women were more
than twice as likely to have expe-
rienced physical vinlence by a
partner than by a non-partner.
Nearly 40% said they had experi-
enced physical, sexual, emotional
Or ECONomic violence or con-
trolling behaviour from partners.

The survey also found that
women did not disclose violence
for fear of social pressure and
stigma and because they did not
want to disrupt the family.
Meanwhile, more than one-third
of women said men can have a
good reason to hit their wives.

The financial and mental
strain of living with the effects of
extreme weather events seems to
exacerbate the problem of vio-
lence against women in rural

areas.

Another farmer from Sapumal
Thenna - who asked that her
name not be used for fear of
reprizals - said she had not been
able to grow enough rice to feed
her family in recent years, with
elephants sometimes eating part
of the harvest while other stalks
produced “empty grains”
because of water scarcity.

She said food shartages had led
to violence at home.

“With the economic problems,

Tend up getting beaten up," she
said. “When there is no money,
when we talk about expenses, it
builds up to a fight.”

Just over a quarter of Sri
Lankans were employed in agri-
culture in 2021, and about a third
of those were women, according
10 goVernment statistics.

WOMEen grow crops on
family-owned land to feed their
families, selling any surplus,
while others work as farm
labourers. Most of the country’s
food crops are grown by small-
scale farmers with properties of
less man&m hectare (2.5 acres).

But as floods and s
become more ﬁfquedﬂlﬂd as
rain patterns and temperatures
change, largely as a result of cli-
mate change - crop losses are

becoming regular.

Less water, less work, less
independence

Although Sapumal Thenna is
surrounded by reservoirs built to
collect rainwater for rice cultiva-
tion during the dry season, many
farms do not have access to the
canals that carry the water.

This means Karunarathna and
other farmers are dependent on
rainwater, and can only grow
crops during the monsoon sea-
son, known as Maha, which lasts
from September to March. A sec-
ond monsoon, the Yala, which
occurs from May to August, does
not reach Karunarathna'’s regin.

The women are trying to reno-
vate a long-abandoned ancien:
water storage tank to store rain-
water.

“If we have at least a little bit
of water, we can farm paddy one
season, and grow pulses in the

next,” Karunarathna said.

These climate stresses - and
the resulting domestic violence -
are repeated in other communi-
ties across this island of 22 mil-
lion people, including in Uva
province in the south.

Since 1984, large areas of for-
est in the district of Monaragala
have been cleared for banana
and sugar plantations by multi-
national companies, contributing
to an “acute change in climate,”
said K.P. Somalatha, a farmer
and leader of the Uva Wellassa
Women's Organisation.

Arange of reservoirs, creeks
and wells that once supplied
water are also drying up because
of this, she said.

“Rains stop, droughts come,
and then there are cyclones,”
said Somalatha, who has worked
in the area for more than two
decades.

Harvest failures are becoming
more common, decimating tradi-
tional vegetable cultivation,
known as Chena, and slashing
incomes for women, leaving
them more reliant on their hus-
bands, she said.

As the women lose the income
that ensured their independence,
some are denied permission by
their husbands even to visit their
own parents or siblings, exacer-
bating gender-hased violence,
Somalatha said.

“If they try to leave home, they
are beaten up or scolded,” she
said. “Their dignity is shattered.”

Women obey because they
hawve to survive, she said.

“What can they do if the hus-
band beats them up when the
doors are closed?," Somalarha
asked. "I‘hey are terrifi
Th Reuters Found
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FEDERAL Territories Solid Waste
and Public Cleansing
Management Corporation
(SWCorp) will be implementing a
rubbish bin replacement pro-
gramme in Kuala Lumpur and
Putrajaya starting next month.

The programme would involve
landed residences, high-rise and
commercial properties in areas
where rubbish or solid waste col-
lection service fall under Federal
Territories SWCorp’s purview.

“The replacement exercise will
be carried out by the government
appointed concessionaire Alam
Flora Sdn Bhd,” Federal
Territories SWCorp director
Ummi Kalthum Shuib said in a
statement.

“The bins that will be replaced
are those provided by the gov-
ernment in 2018 or the preceding
years,” she said.

A total of 113,245 units in
Kuala Lumpur and 5,060 units in
Putrajaya are to be replaced.

The bin sizes consist of 120L
mobile garbage bins (MGB) for
landed premises, 240L MGB for
commercial premises and 660L
MGB for strata residential prop-
erties.

While the bin replacement

Move to replace rubbish bins in
KL and Putrajaya klcklng off in March

Federal Territories SWCorp's rubbish bin replacement programme in
Kuala Lumpur and Putrajaya is being implemented in phases. —
Courtesy of SWCorp

programme would be fully
implemented in phases from
March, Ummi Kalthum said the
initiative involving 120L MGB
had begun in two areas with 717
bins replaced in Bukit
Damansara and 129 bins in
Taman Maluri in Kuala Lumpur.

“The rubbish bin replacement
programme is also available for
property owners who filed com-
plaints about damaged or lost
bins, through SWCorp’s com-
plaint system.

“Those wanting a replacement
for lost bins must first lodge a

police report about the loss and
submit a copy of the report to
Alam Flora when collecting the
replacement unit,” she said.

She reminded residents, build-
ing owners and strata building
management bodies to practise
waste separation, as mandated
under the Solid Waste
Management and Public
Cleansing Act 2007 (Act 672), fail-
ing which they might be fined up
to RM1,000.

Ummi Kalthum said practising
waste separation and recycling
would help reduce the amount of
wastes sent to landfills.

She urged property owners to
take good care of the bins provid-
ed by the government.

An SWCorp official estimated
that one 120L bin costs about
RM100.

Any reports and complaints
can be sent via swcorp.spab.
gov.my, call 1-800-88-7472/
03-2245 9292 or email to wp@
swcorp.m
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Pencemaran Sungai Kulim
tak jejas kualiti air terawat

: Pence-
maran Kulim hasil
sisa ladang ternakan ba-
ru-baru ini tidak memberi
kesan ketara kepada kua-
liti air terawat Perbada-
nan Bekalan Air Pulau Pi-

batan Kesihatan Neseri
Pulau Pinang (JKNPP).
Ketua Pegawai Ekseku-
tif PBAPP, K Pathmana-
than, berkata pihaknva
menjalankan ujian berke-
naan sebagai prosedur da-
lam memastikan air ter-
awat vang dihasilkan me-
matuhi parameter Prog-
ram Jaminan Kualiti
(QAP) yang ditetapkan
oleh Kementerian Kesiha-

ber air mentah di Pulau
Pinang, serta air terawat
daripada semua loji rawa-
tan air (LRA).

tetapkan oleh KKM.
“Oleh itu, pelepasan da-
ri ladang vang dilaporkan
tidak menjejaskan kualiti
air terawat di Pulau Pi-
nang,” katanya dalam ke-
nyvataan, semalam.

Sentiasa berjaga-jaga

Mengulas lanjut, Pathma-

mantau kualiti air dari se-
masa Ke semasa.
“Makmal Pusat PBAPP
di Sungai Dua adalah pe-
nerima enam kali Anuge-
rah Kecemerlangan dari
Institut Kimia Malaysia
(IKM) yang mensiktiraf
kecekapan dan pencapa
iannya dalam bidang tui-
an air.
“PBAPP ingin memberi
jaminan kepada semua
pengguna air di Pulau Pi-
nang bahawa kami akan
melaporkan sebarang isu
kualiti air vang dikesan
dengan cara yang tepat
dan cepat,” Katanya.
Terdahulu, JAS Kedah
mengesan berlakunya Ke-
giatan melepaskan sisa
ternakan babi disyaki da-

ri ladang perkampungan
Sungai Lembu, Seberang

Perai Tengah (SPT), Pu-
lau Pinang yang menve-
babkan pencemaran
Sungai Kulim dan Sungai
Air Merah.

Sharifah

Zakiah Syed Sahab dila-
porkan berkata, pihaknya
menerima maklumat ber-
kaitan pencemaran itu Ju-
maat lalu, sebelum pega-
wai penviasat JAS Cawa-
ngan Kulim digerakkan

yang

penviasat meli-
puti kawasan hulu sungai
berjava mengesan aliran
air hitam dari Sungai Air

lalu mendapati pencema-
ran vang berlaku dua
sungai di Kedah sebenar-
nya bukan berpunca dari
ladang babi terbabit, se-
baliknya adalah disebab-
kan ternakan itik vang
terletak bersebelahan.
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Cuaca panas
berlarutan hingga
Ramadan depan

Suhu tertinggi
harian dijangka
cecah 37 celsius

Oleh Zuliaty Zulkiffli
bhnews@bh.com.my

Alor Setar: Fenomena E! Nino
atau cuaca panas vang melanda
ketika ini dijangka berlanjutan
sehingga Ramadan ini.

Pengarah Jabatan Meteorologi
Malaysia (MetMalaysia) Kedah,
Muhammad Khalil Abd Aziz,
berkata walaupun ada sesetengah
kawasan mengalami hujan baru-
baru ini, beliau meramalkan cu-
aca kering dan panas berterusan
sehingga awal April, dengan suhu

tertinggi harian mencecah 37 cel-
sius.

“Corak cuaca adalah dise-
babkan oleh fasa lewat monsun
timur laut, biasanya dicirikan
oleh penurunan hujan dan suhu
tinggi.

“Monsun timur laut dijangka
berakhir pada akhir Mac atau
awal April, menandakan fasa
peralihan monsun,” katanya di-
hubungi semalam.

Beliau berkata, sehingga 27 Fe-
bruari ini, ribut petir disertai hu-
jan lebat dan angin kencang boleh
berlaku walaupun cuaca panas.

“Ini ter di

ini berpotensi menjadi episod pa-
ling teruk dalam sejarah negara,
seperti yang diunjurkan oleh pa-
kar bencana iklim.

ISituasi membimbangkan

Pengarah Institut Pengurusan
Bencana Universiti Utara Ma-
laysia (UUM), Dr Chong Khai,
berkata berdasarkan analisis
cuaca purata suhu harian tahun
ini adalah tiga celsius melebihi
normal.

Beliau berkata, walaupun ma-
sih terlalu awal untuk menentu-
kan sama ada impak El Nino me-

pedalaman dan Pantai Barat Se-
menanjung pada waktu petang
dan lewat petang. yang berpoten-
si berlanjutan ke awal pagi.
Dalam pada itu, musim kering
EINino yang berterusan di negeri

ningkat berbanding sebelum ini
tanpa 182 Kesi lannya,
yang biasanya menjangkau enam
hingga 18 bulan, purata suhu se-
masa menunjukkan situasi yang
membimbangkan.
Membandingkannya dengan

10

Keadaan sawah padi yang merekah akibat cuaca panas susulan

fenomena El Nino di Alor Setar.

episod El Nino 2016, beliau me-
ngimbas situasi sama di mana
Langkawi mengalami 27 hari
tanpa hujan, menandakan seba-
gai satu episod El Nino terburuk
dalam sejarah Malaysia.

“Tahun ini, Perlis berl

(Foto Ahmad Mukhsein Mukhtar/BH)

seperti sentiasa berwaspada ter-
hadap amaran MetMalaysia dan
menjimatkan air.

“El Nino boleh mengakibatkan
suhu lebih tinggi, hujan berku-
rangan dan jerebu rentas sempa-
dan jika kebakaran hutan tidak

selama 29 hari tanpa hujan dan
kenaikan suhu global 0.6 darjah
Celsius mungkin membawa kepa-
da senario yang lebih buruk un-
tuk El Nino 2024, katanya.

Oleh itu, beliau menekan-
kan kepentingan kesiapsiagaan
masyarakat terhadap El Nino,

dikawal.

“Terdapat risiko kekurangan
air, memberi kesan kepada per-
tanian dan masyarakat. Meman-
dangkan sekarang ini musim
penanaman padi, petani memer-
lukan bekalan air yang mencuku-
pi untuk pembenihan,” katanya.
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A way of life melting away

FOR centuries, Swiss farmers have sent
their cattle, goats and sheep up the moun-
tains to graze in warmer months before
bringing them back down at the start of
autumn.

Devised in the Middle Ages to save pre-
cious grass in the valleys for winter stock,
the tradition of “summering” has so trans-
formed the countryside into a patchwork
of forests and pastures that maintaining
its appearance was written into the Swiss
Constitution as an essential role of agricul-
ture.

It has also knitted together essential
threads of the country’s modern identity:
alpine cheeses, hiking trails that crisscross
summer pastures, cowbells echoing off the
mountainsides.

In December, the United Nations herit-
age agency Unesco added the Swiss tradi-
tion to its exalted “intangible cultural her-
itage” list.

But climate change threatens to scram-
ble those traditions. Warming tempera-
tures, glacier loss, less snow and an earlier
snow melt are forcing farmers across
Switzerland to adapt.

Not all are feeling the changes in the
same way in a country where the Alps cre-
ate many microclimates. Some are enjoy-
ing bigger yields on summer pastures,

uwigg‘d\em to extend their alpine sea-

ers are being forced by more fre-
quent and intense droughts to descend
with their herds earlier.

The more evident the effect on the
Swiss, the more potential trouble it spells
for all of Europe.

Switzerland has long been considered
Europe’s water tower, the place where
deep winter snows would accumulate and
gently melt through the warmer months,
augmenting the trickling runoff from
thick glaciers that helped sustain many of
Europe's rivers and its ways of life for cen-
turies.

Today, the Alps are warming about
twice as fast as the global average, accord-
ing to the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change. In the past two years
alone, Swiss glaciers have lost 10% of their
water volume - as much as melted in the
three decades from 1960 to 1990.

The government is trying to address the
changes and preserve Swiss alpine tradi-
tions, including with large infrastructure
Pprojects to take water to the top of moun-
tains for animals grazing in the summer
months.

For now, the traditions, while strained
in places, continue. After three days of
SC bling over rocky and

stone steps, the first sheep in a
gn.am herd of nearly 700 burst into view at
the end of their “summering” last fall.

As a crowd of spectators cheered, some
of the sheep pranced. Others stopped dead
in their tracks and had to be coaxed along
by herders in matching plaid shirts and

leather cowboy hats, adorned with wild-
flowers and feathers.

The sheep had been living wild for
more than three months - wandering
around a high, vast wilderness penned in
by glaciers. Their only contact with
humanity had been the visits of a single
shepherd, Fabrice Gex, who says he loses
more than 13kg a season walking the ter-
ritory to check on them.

“With climate change, our vegetation
period is longer,” Gex, 49, said, standing in
the ancient stone pen where the sheep are
corralled at the end of their trek. “So the
sheep can stay longer.”

The tradition of alpine pasturing, or
“transhumance,” spreads all across the
Alps, including Austria, Italy and
Germany.

Nearly half of Switzerland's livestock
farms send their goats, sheep and cows up
to summer pastures, according to the last
thorough study done by government sci-
entists, in 2014.

More than 80% of alpine farm income

‘_‘\Vll:;g the climate
1s changing, you
need flexibility.”

Manuel Schneider

comes from tioverm'na'lt subsidies - many
for keeping tureland clear of
encroaching trees, which are nudging
uphill with warmer temperatures.

That makes Switzerland a rare country
that does not embrace tree cover as a solu-
tion to climate change.

“It would be all bushes and forest if we
weren't here,” said Andrea Herger, herd-
ing cows past an inn for hikers and into
her family’s milking barn halfway up a
mountain near Isenthal.

“It wouldn't be !hat open, beautiful
landscapes for

Her husband, Josef Herger, is the third
generation in his family to run their
alpine summer farm, which is reached by
a private cable car. They bring up seven
cows from their own farm and 33 cows
from neighbours, who pay them in cows’

11

milk that the couple uses to make cheese.
Farther west, near L'Etivaz, the Mottier

family pushes 45 cows along what they

call a “mountain train”, following the

newly sprouting grass to a summit of
2,030m and then back down to nibble on
the second growth of grasses. Starting in
May, they make five trips, stopping at
three levels.

Near the peak, Benoit Mottier, 24,
climbed onto a limestone outcrop, deco-
rated with the initials of idling she| TRh
and the years they carved them. old-
est he can find was left in the 1700s by
someone with his initials - BM.

He is the fifth generation in his family to
take cows there.

The Mottiers are one of 70 families in
the area who make a traditional Swiss

cheese called L'Etivaz.
They follow strict rules - slowly heating
fresh milk in a giant copper cauldron over

a fire of spruce wood. After the cheese is
pressed, they take it down to a local coop-
erative, where it is aged and sold.

LEtivaz can be made only on the local

ides for six hs of the year.

The tradition is so important, children
from local ing families can leave
school on summer vacation weeks early to
help out.

“At the beginning of the season, we are

happy to begin,” said Isabelle Mottier,
Benoit's mother. “At the end of the season,
we are happy it's ending.”

‘For us, it's a life of cycles,” she said.

The Mottier summer farm gets water
from a spring. Droughts in recent years
have forced the family to adapt.

‘A cow drinks 80 to 100 litres of water a
day,” Isabelle Mottier explained. “We have
more than 40 cows. We need an enormous
quantity of water.”

In 2015, during a heat wave, the spring
ran dry. Three years later, another heat
wave and drought hit. And then again in
2022.

the droughts, the Swiss army
delivered water to alpine pastures using
helicopters. The Mottiers, however, had
no tanks to store it.

So they have installed a solar-powered
pump to draw water from a lower spring,
and have purchased a large water bladder
to store snowmelt early in the season.

The situation is expected to get worse as
the glaciers retreat. The country’s bj

glaciers, including the Aletsch and Rhone,
are projected to shrink by at least 68% by
the end of the century.

In anticipation, the Swiss government
has quadrupled funding for alpine water
projects. In 2022, it approved 40.

Near the village of Jaun, a construction
crew was laying pipes to deliver electricity
and water from a new cistern to six local
farms. In 2022, some families brought
their herds of cows down the mountain a
month early because of the drought and
heat.

In other regions, warmer temperatures
are making fields more productive, said
Manuel Schneider, a scientist with
Agroscope, the Swiss government's nation-
al research institute, who is leading a five-
year study on biodiversity and alpine pas-
ture yields.

That variability, however, can occur
even on a single mountain, he said.

Farmers with mobile milking stations
can take advantage of this “small-scale
heterogeneny' by taking their cows - and

their milking machines - to less dry areas.

‘When the climate is changing, you
need flexibility,” Schneider said. — ©2024
The New York Times Company
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Cleanliness in Taman Melawis, Klang has improved as MBDK, through its Clean City C:

bag their waste and use rubbish bins. — Photos by AINA AMIRAH, KK SHAM, AZLINA ABDULLAH and MUHAMAD SHAHRIL ROSLI/The Star

has been

on the need to

Aiming for clean city goal

MBDK leans on data and customer-focused efforts
to educate people on need for proper waste disposal

By EDWARD RAJENDRA
edward @thestar.com.my.

EVERY year, the local authority in
Klang sets aside a large budget to
carry out various initiatives to
keep the city clean.

For 2024, Klang Royal City
Council (MBDK) allocated close to
RM80mil for rubbish collection
and cleanliness.

Klang deputy mayor Mohd Zary
Affendi Mohd Arif said the city
council had invested time and
money hiring workers to clean up
illegally dumped garden refuse
and bulk waste in housing estates.

“MBDK’s enforcement team car-
ries out surveillance to watch out
for indiscriminate dumping of
waste. The city council also fol-
lows up on public complaints by
clearing up rubbish.

“We also review previous MBDK
efforts initiated in focus areas to
find a better solution in achieving
our goal for a cleaner city.

“As a result, the Environmental
Services Department came up
with the Clean City Campaign
(CCC) which tackles littering, ille-
gal dumping of bulk waste and
addresses residents’ concerns
about rubbish,” said Mohd Zary.

He said the campaign was based
on four pillars - information gath-
ered and examined which was
crucial for customer-focused initi-
atives; understanding the effec-
tiveness of services; awareness
and engagement programmes for
behavioural change and enforce-
ment measures.

Environmental Services
De, ent director Zaireezal
Ahmad Zainuddin said the data
collected had helped MBDK devel-
op customer-focused initiatives.

“With the data and onsite
improvements, we are able to help
our team understand better and

lan resources at areas in need of
elp,” he said.

Taman Sentosa, Port Klang town
as well as certain areas in Bukit
Tinggi, Kapar and Bandar Baru
Klang which were once consid-

“We also review
previous MBDK
efforts initiated

in focus areas

to find a better
solution in
achieving our goal
for a cleaner city.”
Mohd Zary Affendi Mohd Arif

ered problematic areas, were
visibly cleaner now due to these
efforts, he said.

“The department engages with
residents to help them understand
their responsibilities besides keep-
ing them informed about initia-
tives taken to maintain cleanli-
ness. We also encourage residents
to report on issues of concern,” he
said.

Zaireezal added that strict
enforcement was crucial in
addressing problems related to
illegal dumping of garden and
bulk waste.

“By compounding wrongdoers,
MBDK increases its visibility hence
the CCC has been effective in
bringing about behavioural
change,” he said.

He said through engagement
with residents, the city council
learned that residents wanted
cleaner public spaces.

“Creating and maintaining a
clean city cannot b2 achieved by
any one team in MBDK but it
needs active participation of
everyone including residents and
business owners,” he said.

“

Mohd Zary: MBDK is investing
time and money to hire workers to
clean up illegally dumped garden
refuse and bulk waste.

Zaireezal said the increase of
migrant workers residing in shop-
houses was another area of con-
Ccern.

“Such areas tend to have more
domestic waste and litter.

“MBDK is educating migrant
workers on the need to keep the
areas where they live and work
clean,” he said adding that it was
important to negate behaviours
that do not value public cleanli-
ness.

Besides this, Zaireezal said rais-

ing the standards of public cleanli-

ness, concept of shared responsi-
bility as well as encouraging peo-
ple to be proud of the area they
live in has to be promoted.

MBDK councillor Jacky Ng Chee
Eng said the campaign was
designed with the aim of improv-
ing cleanliness in Klang.

“The city council, through the
campaign, wants to educate the
public about not littering or leav-
ing bulk items along road bends,”
he said.

“We want to encourage resi-
dents and visitors to feel safe and
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Zaireezal: Being able to use
data collected helps MBDK
develop customer-focused
initiatives.

love where they live and work.”

Ng said the Environmental
Services Department had been
aggressive in trying to keep the
city clean.

“Through engagement with resi-
dents, we have noticed behaviour-
al change. Residents are now bag-

ging their garden waste and call-
ing for bulk waste pick-up,” he
added.

Bandar Botanic Residents
Association president Fong Tang
Chong said there had been lots of
improvement in most Klang
neighbourhoods because residents
were beginning to see the benefits
of keeping their surroundings
clean.

“MBDK has been engaging with
the people on the value of living in
a clean neighbourhood as it goes
beyond aesthetic appeal.
Cleanliness contributes to
improved mental health,” he said.

Selangor Safe Community and
Environment Association ad hoc
committee head Dr Elangovan
Krishnan said commercial areas,
too, were a lot cleaner these days.
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Klang Royal City Council's
free bulk waste initiative
The Clean City Campaign offers free

Elangovan: A clean and well-
maintained city will help residents
and tourists have a positive
perception of the city.

“Being able to achieve a clean
and well-maintained city will help
build a positivié)ercepn'on of
Klang. Improved perception
among residents and visitors will
help reposition Klang as a safe
and attractive place to live in.
This, in turn will attract new resi-
dents, visitors and businesses,” he
said.

Klang MP V. Ganabatirau said
MBDK councillors and area super-
visors must team up to proactive-
ly identify and address issues in
residential areas to reduce the
number of complaints received.

Area supervisors are in charge
of overseeing street cleaning and
rubbish collection.

He said area supervisors, while
going about their job, could help
report to the respective MBDK
departments on potholes, road
defects, clogged drains and indis-
criminate waste dumping.

“Councillors need to demon-
strate good leadership and under-
stand people’s views and be a
bridge between MBDK and the
people,” he said.

N MBDK plans to
engage with
= people living in
shophouses
along Jalan
Mempelam
in Taman
Gembira, Klang
§ togetthemto
stop dumping
rubbish along
2% the road.

d

Fong: There is a lot of improve-
ment in Klang neighbourhoods
as resid. are realising the
importance of keeping clean.

Ng: The Clean City Campaign will
help discourage anti-social

haviour like littering and leaving
bulk items along road bends.

A children’s playground at Bandar Bukit Tinggi 2 is vmbly clean since the
Klang Clean City campaign was implemented.
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as a service to pick up reuseable
items for recycling.

weekly bulk waste collection as well

Amount spent to clear bulk waste

54,453
tonnes

56,992
tonnes

RM1,924,966 RM2,051,728

Permitted bulk items

» Mattress in any size and
condition, bed, table, chair,
sofa, cupboard, bookshelf,
desk, drawer, cabinet, wooden
bed frame and baby cots

= Computer, laptop, monitor,
printer, DVD player and video
recorder

= Old rug (cut into 1m pieces)

» Household appliances

Monday and

Wednesday
9am to noon

only for reuse-

Friday: Collection
able items

THE irresponsible habit of
dumping bulk waste by the
road has to stop.

Klang Royal City Council
(MBDK) Environmental
Services Department director
Zaireezal ad Zainuddin
said the then Klang Municipal
Council (MPK) forked out
RM2,108,275 to clear 55.5
tonnes of bulk waste from
January to December 2023.

_ “The amount includes

gmg fees, paying workers

for hiring tractors and
lomes

“In January this year,
MBDK spent RM193,710 to
remove 4,504 tonnes of bulk
waste,” he told StarMetro.

Zaireezal said people had
the habit of dumdpmg bulk
waste along road stretches
and vacant land.

Some people, he said, drive
out of their neighbourhoo1i to
dump waste.

He said there was no
reason to dump bulk waste
because MBDK offers bulk
waste collection service twice
a week, free of charge.

On top of that, recyclable
items would be collected on
Fridays, he said.

He said the collection
service was combined with
MBDK's Clean City Campaign
(CCC) which was being held in
neighbourhoods.

“MBDK does not want to
see bulk waste by the

RM2,108,275

55,470
tonnes

RM193, 710

including vacuum cleaner,
toaster, mixer, blender, kettle,
heater, iron, coffee machine,
ironing board and fan

= Crockery, pots and pans

= Garden waste, branches (cut
into 1m length and tied),
plants, clippings and leaves
(bundied and securely tied)

For details, call 012-924 9060
Environmental assistant office

Nurul Hidayu Aziz

MBDK: Free bulk waste
collection initiated to
deter illegal dumping

roadside. The service also

extends to high-rises but the

joint management body must
anise the collection and

'orm MBDK.” he said.

Zaireezal, however, said
that businesses were not
eligible for the free bulk
waste collection.

“Business owners must hire
large bins from MBDK to
dispose of bulk items or
in T;:strial wafste,' he saidi_1

e CCC is focusin, g on five
problematic areas where
illegal bulk waste dumping is
rampant - Jalan Kebun Nenas
(bordering Taman Sentosa
and Bandar Puteri), Lebuh
Sultanah Alaudin (Bandar
Sultan Sulaiman), Jalan
Sungai Chandong (Armada
Putra in Pulau Indah), Jalan
Kuari (Kampong Bukit
Kapar) and Kampong India
(Perepat).

“The focus areas will
change once MBDK notices
improvements,” he said.

“In 2022, the amount of
bulk waste was 56,992 tonnes
and RM2,051,728 was spent to
clear it.

“In 2021, MPK carted away
54,453 tonnes of bulk waste
and it cost RM1,924,966," he
said.

The CCC would save the
city council a lot of nme and
money in collectin;
waste, Zaireezal a ded
~ By EDWARD RAJENDRA
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By IMRAN HILMY e WO
... River po lution traced

blamed for polluting two rivers when
checks showed that the discharge came

from a pond in a nearby duck farm, says a t ®

St o pond in duck farm

Agrotechnology committee chairman

Fahmi Zainol said investigation by agen-

cies found that the discharge flowed from

the duck farm into Sungai Alor Merah and i i i i i i

i it iy Probe into source of discharge in Sungai Lembu proves viral claims wrong

“The news which went viral recently
saying the pollution was caused by the pig
farm was not accurate,’ he said after an
inspection of the two farms at Sungai
Lembu in Bukit Mertajam.

He said the pig farm, which was operat-
ing without a licence, had complied with
regulations, discharging waste only into its
designated treatment pond.

Fahmi assured Penangites that the pollu-
tion did not affect the Bukit Toh Allang
water treatment plant in Sungai Kulim.
The plant supplies water to Penang and is
7km from where Sungai Alor Merah and
Sungai Kulim merge.

He said the duck farm had been operat-
ing for 15 years and was unlicensed as the
licensing process for poultry farms in
Penang under the Poultry Farming
Enactment began only on Jan 1 this year.

On action to be taken against the duck
farm operator, state Veterinary Services
Department (DVS) director Dr Saira Banu
Mohamed Rejab said for now, the operator
could only be fined by Seberang Prai City
Council (MBSP).

“However, once licences are issued to
poultry farms in the state, we can take
stern action if they do not comply with
stipulated regulations,” she said.

She added the department would visit
the farm from time to time to advise

them. f f ¢y )

As for the pig farm, the operator has = 2 = - 2 T i - . . ; -
until the end o% March to comply with the Fahmi (left) and officials from various agencies and MBSP checking a drain in Jalan Sungai Lembu, Bukit Mertajam in Penang, during the
requirements for a licence to operate. investigation into the cause of river pollution. — CHAN BOON KAl/The Star

Sekiranya YBrs/ Dr./ Ir./ Ts. /Tuan/Puan, memerlukan maklumat lanjut, hubungi
Unit Perpustakaan EIMAS di emel berikut:

1. Mazleen Bt Othman (mazleen@doe.gov.my)
2.Jamilah Binti Abdullah (jamilah@doe.gov.my)
3. Azrawirda Zarza Binti Aznan (zarza@doe.gov.my)

Perpustakaan Enviro Digital@Eimas
Institut Alam Sekitar Malaysia (EiMAS)
Jabatan Alam Sekitar
Kampus Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM)
43600 UKM Bangi, Selangor
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