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'Teh tarik' no more, Sungai Melaka
cleaner now
By Bernama - April 24, 2020 @ 10:03pm

Cleaner Sungai Melaka now. — Instagram/juz_nikc

MELAKA: Sungai Melaka has become the talk of the town and even gone
viral for its 'greener' and cleaner water during the Movement Control Order
(MCO) period.

A check by Bernama at several locations, especially near the Stadthuys
building and Jonker Road, showed that the river has not achieved this
level of cleanliness for a long time.

Before the MCO to curb the spread of Covid-19 was implemented on
March 18, Sungai Melaka's water was murky and its colour was like "teh
tarik".

Trishaw rider Joseph Oliveira, 54, smiled when he was shown pictures of
a rejuvenated Sungai Melaka which went viral recently, saying he has not
seen the river this clean in his eight years of working in the area.
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"Maybe photographic techniques made Sungai Melaka clearer than it
really is. The water is cleaner during MCO due to lack of activities in
Sungai Melaka. Previously, it was very busy with boats plying the river,
causing its water to be murky," the Kampung Portugis resident told
Bernama.

Oliveira said Sungai Melaka was stinking black in the 80s and 90s, but the
state government especially during the time of former chief minister Tan
Sri Mohd Ali Rustam had rehabilitated the river in a bid to turn it into the
"Venice of the East".

"A cleaner Sungai Melaka is good for the environment. It can also help
people like me to earn some money when it is a tourist attraction. For me,
let the river rest for a while and it will help us back after this," he said.

Echoing his sentiment was cleaner Salim Bachek, 48, saying there had
been a noticeable drop in activities in the river and the surrounding areas.

"Other workers and I used to remove a lot of garbage from Sungai Melaka
but during the MCO there is not so much rubbish. However, the public
should not bathe or wash their feet with the river water because it is not
as clean as swimming pool water," said Salim, who hails from Bachang.

Mohd Ali, the person responsible for giving a new lease of life to Sungai
Melaka, was also excited with the development and urged the people to
keep the river clean for future generations.

"It (Sungai Melaka) is cleaner now, especially in town areas where we can
see �sh swimming in it. But if we do not maintain it, the river will become
dirty. We must keep Sungai Melaka clean," he said.

Meanwhile, on Facebook, many netizens gave feedback on the state of
Sungai Melaka, with some proposing measures to keep it clean.

Muhammad Arif Hishammudin said those who dumped garbage in the
river should be �ned while Ricky Ricardo Marcello noted that the current
hot weather had led to no fresh water entering the river.

Many also shared their good experiences of seeing various animals such
as monitor lizards in the river, a fact corroborated by Bernama's checks.

A check with the Melaka River and Coastal Development Corporation
showed that the Melaka River Cruises have been halted during the MCO.
— BERNAMA

RELATED ARTICLES

NATION Apr 20, 2020 @ 10:45pm

MCO has led to much cleaner
Klang River

CRIME & COURTS Apr 10, 2020 @ 1:10pm

MCO: Man taunts, slaps
policeman at Melaka roadblock

Employees
in
sectors
allowed
to
operate
must
undergo
Covid-
19
screening

Certain
businesses
given
green
light
to
operate
during
MCO

Are
you
a
retired
teacher?
RM13.5
million
in
unclaimed
fund
contributions
await

https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/04/586080/mco-has-led-much-cleaner-klang-river
https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts/2020/04/583035/mco-man-taunts-slaps-policeman-melaka-roadblock
https://www.nst.com.my/actionline/2017/10/286786/foreigners-fish-sungai-melaka
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstTet3s2uJ7C-zzMzxaSHm_Gz76eh6E1OKNAJU5LUOOaRSCjYpD2U7jVcjLrggO8Ok_y4tgg1jFUhUad0Ofoq578oXvTw_M16SF8TwOa7AizyIGVS_-c60M1svzmFuZ4Ah2jerJFs8ciUZ-mYZAlkrVuDOnZRFZB1c5XpoZUGFlgrX68ZaWqACfWyan6CO_txjH14A_7JBfoWG1naxkyBZyz_ln8tc4nqEA_YRk8SpOGvAKwcOU2FTn2qShBL1jmd5ngUYEcg&sai=AMfl-YTi98LhT5ihciw7pEpgPmKGx6IcFCTTfkxF16q-r1CsS1gGCINclKDU8jxcLaqu5iqsDx5wmgRiejX0EM9cimN-v8KmF8kbV5_QmWPn5JH8fHejVBxw7Zw1Vw-RAzTJCV6k&sig=Cg0ArKJSzI4MISaMvPko&adurl=https://bcp.crwdcntrl.net/5/c%3D7268/b%3D78394433%3Fhttps://www.sometime.asia/collections/neelofa%3Futm_source%3Dbanner%26utm_medium%3Daudienceplus%26utm_campaign%3DSometime_audienceplus_April-June
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/04/584895/employees-sectors-allowed-operate-must-undergo-covid-19-screening
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/04/583210/certain-businesses-given-green-light-operate-during-mco
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2018/01/325602/are-you-retired-teacher-rm135-million-unclaimed-fund-contributions-await


4/28/2020 'Teh tarik' no more, Sungai Melaka cleaner now

https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/04/587278/teh-tarik-no-more-sungai-melaka-cleaner-now 3/3

2020 © New Straits Times, New Straits Times Press (M) Bhd. A part of Media Prima Group.
Subscribe Disclaimer Personal Data Protection Act Contact Us

NATION Apr 3, 2020 @ 3:49pm

Malaysia is expected to have more
babies in 2021

ACTIONLINE Oct 3, 2017 @ 9:27am

Foreigners �sh in Sungai Melaka

GET MOBILE APP

NEWS
Crime & Courts

Exclusive
Govt / Public Policy

Nation
Politics

BUSINESS
Business Times

Property
Cars Bikes Trucks

LIFE & TIMES
Sunday Vibes

Bots
Heal
Flair
Jom!

Groove

SPORTS
Football

Badminton
Tennis
Cycling

Golf
MMA

MotorSport
Cricket
Others

WORLD
World
Region

OPINION
Columnists

Letters
Leader

GALLERY
Photos

Infographics

NSTTV
EDUCATION
VOUCHER

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvkPXQ20N_7PLnvGKYr_8UnOCCnd18b0QscY6Y-aD1vIZ2rxDUWyP-1WyLsoBjTHcmtd9hOEQid-k9MhQOxixBO7lZEt4SN_vWx-hXKorLR81zFrHz3sn0TCwN73F2l8MlwgfZ3Ek4seo2-HMp3MgA8bni3PPRYC4zpgwWuZ1kF9mtUchJMWPfoEp6ZDSZBA4RuioCaig1nCndhLzobSL2izQH3p0-loKsf9abclF2nQRsRSCAb3rq8Kfg&sai=AMfl-YStQHUTxpoZWD5K46aFnlg_JQrkUwAjEl_32bl5Mq0utEeqFFu8bngm5OPS5jf57Z8-gahE6jbwTFtkYPicleLONP5i_-MS1Uiqea6qVlVjDGYqhS4RCp0pwo69pm9toLir&sig=Cg0ArKJSzDIxAA6DQXGH&adurl=https://bcp.crwdcntrl.net/5/c%3D7268/b%3D77785264%3Fhttps://tinyurl.com/u94f8az
http://digital.nstp.com.my/nst/includes/shop/list_products.jsp?testata=nstnews&id=nstnews&utm_source=subscription&utm_medium=klik&utm_term=hm&utm_campaign=nstnews
https://www.nst.com.my/disclaimer
https://www.nst.com.my/privacy
https://www.nst.com.my/contact
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/04/580977/malaysia-expected-have-more-babies-2021
https://www.nst.com.my/actionline/2017/10/286786/foreigners-fish-sungai-melaka
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvntAvbtzbDJoYIZUF-DT0uo2v-YTVh89Q33urtAHWexxYwabuMXfJXyKCiyOlHmwBy1vTTtMvCUX575hMzULaZ3I6mHxNTiuQ7HHvfOyIdaC0aN25V5W1sdC5kixsStQ2vU1t88lAdZ_hwJcbDxF9qL9_fE_hHugR6-K9UvNhnhdkb3oFxGVPCrf3rsD8KrSN7ump-BVz1oblieGspBVIfLzqczx7igv_Bu_LYpsWmmSqatJK8WZt0Oh4LJg&sai=AMfl-YQKwOvSOaZi1-Ej9l_a5wb-xuO4B2_cmQ7bWzLzu5grc_gtdTuSMNuycEUHnMP4hEs1cWVcFJOU3Eg5IQCh3ZXlEiW7S9J8gJ9tvg027FCXPehOuUAhIzpQZx7bml1RsVL3FQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzEHUslsEqHCI&adurl=https://play.google.com/store/apps/details%3Fid%3Dcom.google.android.apps.magazines
https://apps.apple.com/my/app/new-straits-times/id1033411389
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.nstp.nst
https://www.nst.com.my/news
https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts
https://www.nst.com.my/news/exclusive
https://www.nst.com.my/news/government-public-policy
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation
https://www.nst.com.my/news/politics
https://www.nst.com.my/business
https://www.nst.com.my/business
https://www.nst.com.my/property
https://www.nst.com.my/cbt
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/sunday-vibes
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/bots
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/heal
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/flair
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/jom
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/groove
https://www.nst.com.my/sports
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/football
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/badminton
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/tennis
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/cycling
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/golf
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/mma
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/motor-sports
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/cricket
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/others
https://www.nst.com.my/World
https://www.nst.com.my/world
https://www.nst.com.my/world/region
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/letters
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/leaders
https://www.nst.com.my/photos
https://www.nst.com.my/photos
https://www.nst.com.my/infographics
https://www.nst.com.my/videos
https://www.nst.com.my/education
http://vouchers.nst.com.my/

